Syllabus 

ENE 590 TECHNICAL REPORT WRITING (0-2)NC

Fall 2004

Course Instructors:
Assoc.Prof. Sedat Akkurt and 




Assoc.Prof. Mustafa Güden




Office: 116 Mechanical Engineering, 
Phone: (232) 750-6523 




e-mail: sedatakkurt@iyte.edu.tr 




Class Web-Page: www.iyte.edu.tr/~sedatakkurt/ene590/ene590ana.html
Class Hours:

Thursdays: 2:30 pm - 4:15 pm (Lecture)

Office Hours:
Thursdays: 1:30 pm - 2:15 pm (These are your reserved hours but walk-ins are welcome)

Introduction:


This class is intended to teach the graduate students the necessary knowledge of report writing. We will mainly focus on laboratory notekeeping, conference and journal paper writing principles. In this first half of the semester we will teach the following topics: The life of a graduate student, an academician, laboratory report and notebook writing, the whole process of writing a refereed journal paper, oral and poster presentations. In the second half of the semester the students will be asked to write their own papers. Please be prepared for plenty of reference book reading in this class. 

We have complete faith in your goodwill and your willingness to learn. Please make us feel the same way at the end of the semester. There will be several homeworks, and a term project of paper writing. As a final remark, please keep in mind that this class is like a "business contract"; you have your responsibilities and we have ours. The course instructors are not meant to be "nannies" but more like "tour guides" in the class. It is important that we have total agreement on these matters. 

Grading Policy: 

Homework


45%






Term paper


50%






Attendance


5%
Text: 
The folloing books are recommended for this class:
1. Robert A. Day, "How To Write and Publish a Scientific Paper", Fifth Edition, Oryx Press, Phoenix, AZ, 1998. 
2. P.Aarne Vesilind, "So you want to be a professor: A handbook for graduate students", Duke University Press, Durham, VA, 1997. 
3. Howard M. Kanare, "Writing the laboratory Notebook", American Chemical Society, Washington, DC, 1998.
Course Assistant
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ENE590 Course Contents for Fall 2004

	Week
	Subject covered
	Reference
	Instructor

	1
	Introduction:

· Being a graduate student

· Motivation for report writing

· Life of an academician
	
	Akkurt

	2
	The academic life: 

· The good and bad of choosing an academic career

· Getting an academic job

· Learning to teach

· Organizing a course

· Presenting a course

· Meeting your first class

· Testing and evaluation

· Advising

· Research and scholarship

· Publishing

· Getting tenure

· Cheating

· Getting fired
	Aarne Vesilind
	Akkurt

	3
	How to write a laboratory report.

· The reasons for notekeeping
· The hardware for notekeeping

· Legal and ethical aspects

· Management of Notekeeping

· Organizing and writing the notebook
	Howard Kanare
	Akkurt

	4
	What is scientific writing? What is the origin of writing?

What is a scientific article? How to prepare a title.

How to list the authors and their affilications.

How to prepare a short summary. How to write an introduction. 
	Robert Day
	Güden

	5
	Materials and method, Results and discussion

Acknowledgements
	Robert Day
	Güden

	6
	References, Tables, Figures, How to type and submit, 
The evaluation process, 

How to communicate with the editors.
	Robert Day
	Güden

	7
	The publication process, Corrections, proof copies, Copyright

Reprint orders, Review papers
	Robert Day
	Güden

	8
	Conference papers, Book reviews, Thesis

Oral presentation, Poster presentation, Ethical issues, rights and permissions, Correct use of English, How to evade jargon

Abbrevations
	Robert Day
	Akkurt

	9
	Students write a term paper to demonstrate that they have learned above mentioned topics
	
	Güden + Akkurt

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	



